
BY CORY YOUNG
World Staff Writer

Tomas Martinez did not have to
look far to find a name for his new
tamale restaurants.

“She told me it was going to be
Josie’s,” Tomas said about his wife
of 28 years, Josefina “Josie”
Martinez. The two work together

as cooks and owners of Josie’s
Tamales, a take-out Mexican
restaurant. 

“It’s about trying to get a piece of
the American dream,” Tomas said.
“It’s been hard work, but we’re get-
ting there.”

They changed the name from
“Marbros” to Josie’s Tamales in
May so both restaurants would

have the same name, Tomas said.
Marbros meant Martinez brothers,
named for the couple’s sons who
help with the restaurants.

The newer Josie’s opened
September 2002 at 11332 E. 21st
St., Suite E in Tulsa. The older shop
has been open since October 2001
at 805 W. Houston in Broken
Arrow.

The sign outside still reads
“Marbro,” but a new one will be up
by September, Tomas said.

The inside, however, is what
counts.

Inside, tamale fans can find the
same mouth-watering beef, pork or
chicken combination wrapped in a
corn flour and cornhusk tamale.
Josie’s tasty recipe comes from
Josefina’s grandmother, who lives
in Mexico.

“It’s a secret,” Tomas said, hint-
ing that the special part of the
recipe is in the seasoning.

The vegetarian tamale, sweet
tamale, jalapeno and cheese, and
cheese tamales are also variations
guaranteed to please. Chile relleno

and enchiladas are also favorites.
The newest tamale is the vege-

tarian.
“Some of our customers don’t eat

animal products,” Tomas said.
After eating a hearty meal, cus-

tomers can also indulge in Atole, a
traditional hot beverage often
served with tamales during holiday
seasons in Mexico.

Tomas and Josefina bring many
traditions from Mexico, where
tamales are a festive food. Tomas is
from Mexico City, Mexico, and
Josefina grew up in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico.

They emigrated from Mexico in
1997, settling first in El Paso,
Texas, then moved to Tulsa in
1999.

“It was getting too violent (in
Mexico),” Tomas said. “I wanted to
get out, before it got close to me.”

Business has been good for the
pair in Tulsa and Broken Arrow.

Some couples might not want to
take on being full-time partners in
business and at home, but Tomas
loves the challenge, he said.

“We’re watching each other,” he
said. “If I have any problems, she’s
there for me. And, if she has any
problems, I’m there for her. It’s
helped us.”

The Tulsa Economic
Development Corporation gave the
Martinez’ an approximate $20,000
loan to help the business get under
way before they moved into the
Broken Arrow facility.

“We couldn’t have done it with-
out them,” Tomas said.

“When we started it, we thought
it was going to be a small place,”
Josefina said. “Later, it just started
growing and growing.”

“They should expect good, qual-
ity food and service,” Tomas said.

“There’s a need for this type of
specialty food,” he said.

Both Josie’s locations are open
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. For more information,
call 439-3177.
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Congratulations Jim!
The Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma (IIAO) is

proud to announce the selection of James H. Beavers as its 

new Chairman of the Board of Directors. The IIAO is the

largest insurance trade association in Oklahoma, representing

nearly 3,000 independent agents and their employees. 

Jim became an independent insurance agent in 1975, and is 

a founding member of The Arrow Group in Broken Arrow. 

He has served as president of the Independent Insurance 

Agents of Greater Tulsa, Inc., and is active in numerous civic

affairs in Broken Arrow, including the Broken Arrow Chamber

of Commerce and Broken Arrow Medical Center Foundation.

IIAO Chooses New Chairman 
of the Board of Directors

• 25 Yrs. Experience
• Certified Installers
• Professional Staff
• References Available

918-279-9000

COWETA CARPET CENTER
113 S. Broadway • Coweta

Tues.-Fri. 9-5 Sat. 10-2

Guaranteed Lowest Price

Gift Baskets
Teddy Bears • Candles

Italian Charms • and More . . . 

2218 W. Houston • Quail Run Plaza
251-7498

Storewide
SALE!

We now
have OU
and OSU

Italian
charms

IN-STOCK Italian Charms
BUY 1, GET 1 1/2 PRICE

From Primitive to Oriental – Premium Quality Quilts
8130-B S. Lewis • The Plaza • 298-0271 • 10-4 Mon.-Sat.

heirloom quilts •  fabrics • classes • notions  
books • patterns

“A Complete Quilt Shop”

 AFFORDABLE PETSITTING SRVC .
 Personalized Home Pet Care

 • 10-1/2 yrs. Vet Assistant Experience
  • Bonded & Insure d

 • References Availabl e 
 Vicki 455-3835

 The care & safety of your pet
 is our #1 concern

Carne en Su Júgo
Homemade Salsa, Tamales,

Enchilada, Best Margaritas In Town!

25695 E 71st • 357-9258
(East Of ForestRidge)

Sun-Wed 11-9pm Thurs-Sat 11-10pm

 UP TOWN RESALE 
 AND CONSIGNMENT
 251-3191    BACK TO SCHOOL NOW

BY NATALIE MIKLES
World Staff Writer

After Lynne Chapman offered to
lead the chess club at Monte
Cassino, 15 kids signed up. By the
end of the first year, there were 50
kids, and by the following year, the
club was bursting at the seams with
150 kindergarten through eighth-
graders.

Chapman took the large
turnout as a sign that she
should be teaching chess
full time.

Five years later, she’s
president of Green
Country Chess and a
chess teacher to children
and adults alike.

“I’ve played all my life
and enjoyed it all my life.
But when I started work-
ing with the students at
Monte Cassino who want-
ed to play, it brought that excite-
ment back,” Chapman said.

Chapman is also the director of
the four-year-old Green Country
Chess Camp, running Wednesday
through Friday. The camp draws
children — kindergarten through
high school — from across the
region.   

Chapman’s ties to the state and
national chess communities have
brought big names from the chess
world to the local camp, held at
Tulsa Technology Center’s Broken
Arrow campus, 129th East Avenue

and 111th Street.
This year, two acclaimed chess

instructors are part of the lineup.
Bruce Pandolfini teaches private
lessons to the world’s best stu-
dents, Chapman said. 

He is perhaps best known, even
to those who don’t know a thing
about chess, as the inspiration for
the coach character, portrayed by

actor Bin Kingsley, in
“Searching for Bobby
Fischer.”

David MacEnulty, who
was the first full-time
chess teacher for New
York City Public Schools
and has coached students
to national championships,
is also attending.

“Quite a few students
recognize these names.
There are a lot of people
from other states that
come to the camp because

of the instruction,” Chapman said.
“There are very few (chess camps)
that he does, but he likes Tulsa.
The kids just adore him,” she said
of Pandolfini.

Each day of the camp, students
attend a workshop with either
Pandolfini or MacEnulty. Parents,
coaches and teachers also have the
opportunity to attend workshops
with the two, in subjects including
game analysis, chess-in-schools
and chess training.

Three Tulsa chess supporters
are being recognized by the Green

Country Chess Club for their sup-
port of chess education. 

They are Joe Gaudet, general
manager of Southern Hills
Marriott, John M. Acken with
CityWeb and Joyce Parrish of B-
Original.

Chapman said the camp, which
runs from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., is
filled with games, logic puzzles,
chess-related artwork and of
course, plenty of competitive chess.

“A lot of times, parents are very
surprised — their children have
been at chess camp all day and they
still want to come home and play
chess,” Chapman said.

Denise Mason, parent of a 9-
year-old camper, said her son
began playing at age 5, while in
kindergarten. Surprisingly, chess
wasn’t something he had seen at
home.

“Malcolm learned to play check-
ers really fast and then wanted to
play chess. I couldn’t teach him, so
I asked if he could take the class at
his school,” Mason said.

Malcolm plays chess a few times
a week. But he plays his handheld
computerized chess nearly every
day.

Austin Smithe is already ahead of
many children. At 5 years old,
chess is his favorite game. 

“He picked it up at a Christmas
party where some older kids were
playing,” said Stella Smithe,
Austin’s mother. “The next day, he
knew how to set up the board.”

Chapman offers chess lessons
throughout the year at area
schools. 

After-school classes at Monte
Cassino are open to children

throughout the Tulsa area. 
An eight-week course is $100.

For more information, visit the
Web site, www.greencoun-
trychess.com or call 254-8880.
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Five-year-old Austin Smithe will attend camp for the first time this
year. Smithe was a quick learner to checkers and wanted a more
challenging game. Now he's hooked on chess. 

Green Country Chess club
to host chess camp at Tulsa Tech

Lynne Chapman

A camp for kings
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Tamale’s anyone?  Tomas and Josefina Martinez recently opened its
second Josie’s place take-out restaurant at 11332 East 21st St.,
Suite E. The first location is at 805 W. Houston St. 

Josie’s Tamales opens new location in Tulsa

Cory Young, 437-0150
cory.young@tulsaworld.com
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