CUE Forms New Chess Club
 

All three of Claremore's elementary schools have large established chess clubs. Now students will be able to continue this interest at Central Upper Elementary.  CUE students were recruited for chess club membership Tuesday through Thursday last week at chess boards set up near the cafeteria. Nearly all of the 13 boards were busy each lunch and recess period for both grades.  Almost 200 membership forms with club information were taken by CUE students interested in chess club membership.  The forms and information will continue to be available in the school office.  The CUE Chess Club will meet weekly on Tuesdays after school till 4:30 in the CUE cafeteria, beginning 17 September.
 

The benefits of joining the CUE Chess Club are:
Learn to play chess better, with instruction and learning materials to be provided by the club, including: 

· Weekly chess instruction at the beginning of each meeting using a large demonstration board; 

· Chess books and videos for the library; 

· Occasional expert visitors to coach and demonstrate
Meet new friends with a common interest in an adult supervised and academically enriching environment that promotes good sportsmanship and other positive social skills.

 

Regulation size chess sets, chess tournament clocks and scoresheets will be provided for all meetings.
 

Learn how to play in nationally sanctioned chess tournaments. 
 

Members will participate in several club tournaments conducted at the weekly meetings. All members play in every round of these Swiss System style tournaments. Many awards will be presented after each tournament, including several trophies for the last tournament.
 

Each member will have an overall club rating, updated and posted weekly, based on results of all club tournament games entered into a scholastic chess club management software program.
 

Information about nearby US Chess Federation rated scholastic chess tournaments. Participants will be part of the CUE Chess Club Team at those tournaments.
 

The CUE Chess Club will be a Scholastic Affiliate Member of the US Chess Federation and Oklahoma Scholastic Chess Organization, enabling the CUE to host nationally rated scholastic chess tournaments too! 
 

There will be a $25 annual fee for membership in the CUE Chess Club. All funds will go to club equipment, learning materials, activities and occasional expert coaching. This is going to be a first rate scholastic chess club that all CUE students can be proud of.
 

CUE's new Principal, Jay Smith, has been very enthusiastic about formation of the chess club.  His request for a volunteer to be Faculty Sponsor of the club was accepted by 6th grade teacher Jeanne Seidel. Also, CUE Secretary Debbie Goodwin has volunteered to handle the club's finances. Mike and Leslie Swatek are the Founding Organizers of the CUE Chess Club.  Additional volunteers will be recruited to help with meetings and other chess club support activities.
 

For more information call Mike or Leslie Swatek at 342-4245.
